
 

 
Colorado Lake and Reservoir Management Association  

Fall Conference and Elections – October 26, 2021 

 

Agenda 
 
10:00 – 10:10  Welcome (and trivia while people join!) 

Kate Dunlap 
President of CLRMA; Source Water Quality Project Manager, City of Boulder  

10:10 – 10:25  In Celebration of All Hallows Eve: Reflections of a Study on One of 
the Spookiest Lakes in the U.S.  
Chris Mikolajczyk 
Senior Project Manager, Princeton Hydro; President Elect, NALMS 

10:30 – 10:45 Wildfire Recovery:  Recommendations for State Policies and 
Legislative Opportunities 
Christina Burri  
Watershed Scientist, Denver Water  

10:50 – 11:15  Monitoring Urban Harmful Algal Blooms in Denver 
Marcie Tidd 
Microbiologist, U.S. Environmental Protection Agency Region 8 Laboratory 

11:20 – 11:55 CLRMA Financial Update  
CLRMA Annual Awards  
Board Election Results  

11:55 – 12:00 Wrap-up  

















































Forested watersheds: where Denver’s water supply originates
healthy forests = healthy watersheds



Cost of reacting: $28M ($18.5M for dredging) and still recovering



From Forests to Faucets Partnership

1. Partners include Denver Water, US Forest Service, Natural Resources 
Conservation Service, and Colorado State Forest Service

2. $66M investment since 2010, of which Denver Water committed $33M
3. Goal to improve the health and resiliency of forests in watersheds that 

are critical for water supply for the Denver Metro area
4. Denver Water Lands Agreement with Colorado State Forest Service



Wildfire Matters Review Committee: 
https://leg.colorado.gov/committees/wildfire-matters-review-committee/2021-regular-session



Post-fire recommendations and opportunities

1. Recovery is long-term and likely on-going, therefore sustainable 
investments needed

• Phases of Emergency Management Cycle:  Pre-fire Mitigation, Response, Recovery

2. Defining clear roles and responsibilities for post-fire recovery 
engagement at the State level

• Build upon Post Fire Playbook 

• Use the Shared Stewardship agreement as a model for post-fire recovery

• Statewide spatial tool for data viewing and sharing 

• Infrastructure bill includes some language and funding for spatial tracking tool (CFRI)



Post-fire recommendations and opportunities
3. Capacity constraints - opportunities for 
Youth Corps and Conservation Corps

• Used Rocky Mountain YC crews for Williams Fork 
post-fire recovery 

4. Funding flexibility and consistent 
sources

• Flexibility to use State funds on federal land. 

• Some programs have flexibility such as DNR’s 
$17M stimulus funding for wildfire risk reduction, 
but not clear overall, especially for recovery.



New Forest Health Council

1. Governor Polis just announced appointments
• 26 members from all across CO, including East Slope and West Slope Water Provider

2. Goal of advising the Governor through the Exec Director of DNR and the 
CO General Assembly on issues, opportunities, and threats to forests

• Mitigate risk of wildfire and restore ecological health

• Safeguard communities and water supplies

• Mitigate and adapt to climate change

• Support local economies and protect recreation amenities

• Press release:  https://dnr.colorado.gov/press-release/governor-polis-appoints-members-of-
colorado-forest-health-council
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